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THE TWENT
APy
|

BEES FOOTKEBAPUJ
|

Chachu reached the outh
. ouse
cap stuffed into the pocket of his 21nd e
 into the cl eeveles
it into the chulha. The embers of the cla
on the cap writhed open languidl Y Stove were ¢qlq gy,
death. He i guidly as if the Pldand the, .
eath. He picked up the lantern, opened it Y Were in the |y, Witk

the cap. Then he struck a match and set itl E;fand poured the kerosthroes 0f
as though the burst of flames had scorched h;:fl. The hors Whinni:rées%

Chachu sat near the chulha still wearin .h‘ .
trz}nsﬁxed on the burning cap. The gloomy %Oo:rsl ls.hOes. His eyeg -
things became visible through the ruddy li 1t up for 8 While gy
1 y light and grey smoke, 4 .
hung on the wall to the left of the chulha. To its right 1e-Alamem
b.oard was placed on two thick logs. On it lay some %ar’e ?ueo n‘o?lwmde.“
simple tea-roti meals. Chachu’s bedding lay rolled up at th:SttaSclioroh‘lS
spread-out goat-hair kharcha. Five or six nails were fixed right abovetha:
mat and from thgm hung an old umbrella, a cloth bag, one or two shelty
kameezes, a churidar with a baggy seat and another sadri.

His horse was tied to the other side of the door and his things v&:
kept in a couple of sacks a little distance away. Next to the sacks wasdts
wooden chest with a large iron lock on it. Chachu kept all his eamings!

this chest. gt
An awful silence engulfed the room. The fire had died dO® ¥
& ite ash. They cut € %

black shreds of the burnt cap $ |

: aoh
to the quick. He picked up the tongs and drove them deep It thj ufl>
stench of kerosene still permeated the light darknes> ™
back on his haunches till his back touched the rolled'upvove htsmd\
down without unrolling it. B

He raised his arI.TlS1 tale over rab !

o ;

together to rest his naked head. He crossed 312 rég _

knee and closed his €yes with his face to e home 0 & ol
d at being brous eft b

Ridge. Never before had they o ro nine

and hardly ever came back betor

;ed his horge .
woollen sadri jacpulled oy

pedding B l:;.

B
neck towards Chachu, baffle i
, returned SO (enat Mg"

morning
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horse’s bridle. He held on tol it ti'gh’tly. Before turning to leave, he placed
{he hundred rupee note in the child’s hand, who even now was fascinated
ith the old man.

«Lovely boy! Please take it. Have ice-cream. Eat ....”

The woman was bemused. She understood nothing. But Chachu’s tear-
soaked voice seeped deep into the young man. He wanted to stop Chachu
but he couldn’t. Chachu pierced through the crowd with his horse to the
farthest comer of the Ridge. The young man’s eyes came to settle on

Bapu’s statuc.

A\

Translated by Meenakshi F. Paul and Khem Raj Sharma

Dharamshala, District-Kangra (HP)-176215




DAAROSH

DAAROSH

Kaanam had probably not slept well in a long-long time.
she began to read the newspaper with sleepy cyes. An unex
the first page startled her. She read it all in one £o

TOday t()(),
pected news g

and ran to her papa’s
room. He was lying on the bed awaiting his morning tea. Kaanan

sudden arrival there with a newspaper in her h
misgivings. Before he could ask her, Kaan
him and said, “Chhote Papa. Chhote Pap

But he looked more carefully
the very first time he had felt
voice. There was an intensity
cagemess of making him rea

and filled him wig,
am placed the newspaper before
a. Here, look at the news!

and curiously at her than at the news. For
a kind of completeness and confidence in her
and freshness in her eyes, perhaps it was the

: _ d the news quickly. Before Chhote Papa could
pick up his spectacles lying close by, Kaanam started reading out the news
herself. She didn’¢ even hear Chhoti Amma come in and read on
breathlessly.

" Two young men of the tehsil, with the help of some accomplices,
forcibly kidnapped g girl of the vj

school. They took her to a cave
0 ho
Wanted to marry her stayed on and hady ungsters left. Only the one w

Sex with her against her will ....” .
and stopped suddenly. There was utter silence in

and the sunrays entered through
M With a kind of freshness, Kaanam

. apa and Am iet.
fear lodgc.d In thejr ¢yes. This o however, were 1

ad taken the m

Cws again.
ly had ¢py

atter to the coyrtg Thic -
allenged (he tradition,» his was the
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but the girl was astonisheq.

ds. Kaanam Wi> unaffee:fe(ied the court aangan of the SCh()ZIi retumir.g
hat {he temple Kaanam tanding around there. She went > Much
oMl e of the people : ating B filled it ang Pl
the SUPIEE ook the nomination form, ¢ tumeq ¢, ) -
olection officer, d her with her eyes. They were all astoundeq. .
Everyone followe hed her home before she did. It also spreaq 4 OVer g,

This news reacached the aangan, a group of ten to twelye girl
village. As shedred her. Kaanam, however, felt all alone evep Withip .,
women surr?lufl zrms A girl hummed a nati. An unprecedenteq JOy s
aarland of t e]{rtheir faces, Beyond the circle of their arms, Kaanam’s ey,
reflected on af as she sat near the stove. Ma’s face appeared seriqys;,
fill ?I;hlt/[gfsthzcgummg wood. For Kaanam it was not difficult to fathyp
theer eI;pression. Bade Pita sat dejected near her. Kaanam looked at bOt_h 0;
them with enigmatic eyes. Bade Pita stirred the embers of burning woo

with a tong. Kaanam saw him sitting beside Ma for the first tim:
Despondent and hapless,

irls in t
The words of the natj began to sound all around and the girls in t
circle began to dance.

.Daarosh: Daarosh IS a
Himachq) Pradesh,
Coerced Marrigge’
Daarggp, dublub”,

. . L. red (’j
word widely spoken in a t”baldqtion ;

l J
1o use force or power. The tra

g : ¢ calle
that  preyqils in that particular area 15
which means to

“marry forcibly.”

It meang

o Qharm?
Translated by Khem RaJ Shi
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KAALIKH

hyama called to her son Manu from the edge of g, 2eng
Shyam

: laying. He is nowhere to be foupg 1y It
response 0 the villagers. But today it fell on their ears ik, blasg;&
not new t?f hey all made faces. A cow came jigging down the footpay,
dynamite. 1 yed {0 Phula panditani- Every day, instead of going Straigy
fropt. It be }?ndg after grazing, the wicked cow made her way to Shyamg
to 1ts covxllls le usually asked Shyama to stop the.: cow, but today g,
house. Phula ed. She was irritated more at the sight of Shyama thy 2
appeared gﬁno}z’m éfter the cow with a stick. Shyama didn’t bother eify;
g‘ﬁecf;zi( aef;w quick puffs of a bidi, but when the heat touched by

fingers, she quickly threw it down and ground it into the soil. She calkg
out to Manu again,

“O re Manua! Manu oye!”

idn’t respond, she began to swear in anger,

Yé}hoeg ltlr?otir}[(} whgse house th% leper has gone. The low cast?fl;azt(‘j;i
is born to suck my blood. Just let him come back home and see
break his legs today, change my name if I don’t.” -

She gru%nbled };s she gtumgd to go inside. As sh_e reach’e(; tth;edco“'
Phula returned, having secured her cow. Instead of going straig ,at il
umed towards Shyama, 1t hoped that as usual it would get a Whe
4 piece of rof from

. r her aﬂger

roke her. Phula was already irritated and I}(l))\;oke- By ¢

., time SO}? ;he COW’s back. She hit it several times till the stick '
4%\_,. Welts Jama came out with

were
Whereyer ) a roti, the cow had bolted. Their:t y watched
\ &%\L\his from the stick haq landed on its back. Shyama qu

have done
1dVv
‘ Q‘%nas ed her = reS]:lOld of her hOuse, What else Cou!d She .1
The bry eth in ANger as if she herself was in pain. 1
Moy AN B o m

a 19
matd
ad. She doesn’t even sparc ga

She « ‘I
% g Spat v ﬂl«‘
1 rQad all un

Over th
\";

c
© mud tiles, A few crows d¢s
\

ende?

T wi h fore Lo
0 Dicccsy %T ushed the piece of roti with SUlC1t0 ) ro(;d .,
\ ' - flung them over her shoulder 0 v

life. She |
dying em
worms. 1
As she v
knows h
breaking
bOdy ha
bones th
Som
longueg
Her
Palate,
Stl‘engﬂ
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the headmaster remained at the school,
2 ac(® 5 v (™t M N ’ ‘c
ace of the child’s father. A “Mothep
- Alter hig tl Nam

go long @3

continucd to
another headmaster joined (he school. When he saw the
hearty [augh at finding the father’s name entered as “S‘)L register, |,
He swore frecly at the incompetence of the lbrmcr‘l) mt. Shyamg
aly, he rectfic .ntry in the register: l*’ulhcr’:‘lgmaslcr- The
s name — gy,

"

d
l)(:vla,
n VCr'
Shary

ne
Dev.
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