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Abstract

Taking up Michele Wallace's call to interrogate popular cultural forms and unravel their relationship with the political discourse of
the time, this paper begins by examining the popular discourse about Black female sexuality in the USA. White, cis-hetero-
patriarchal cultural and visual imagination still represents Black women either as asexual and maternal mammies or as the deviant
‘Other’ that is as Venus Hottentots or ‘hypersexual’ Jezebels. Maternal and sexual scripts were first naturalized by popular and
scientific discourse(s), and then covertly deployed by the dominant white hetero-patriarchal set up to mask the exploitation of
Black women, and constrict the opportunities of growth that were available to them even after the emancipation. This paper
analyzes how Black women writers like Elizabeth Alexander and Alice Walker, and visual artists such as Renee Cox develop an
oppositional gaze, to use hooks’s phrase, and ‘re-frame’ the Venus Hottentot from their radical and subversive points of view.
Building on theoretical insights of Gina Dent, Cornel West, and Audre Lorde, this paper engages with the oft-neglected
relationship between pleasure, desire, identity, and Black female sexuality. Thus, Black female sexuality that has been expunged
and/or termed ‘deviant' actually becomes a source of empowerment for Black women. View Full-Text
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