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India’s Maritime Policy in the context of
Changing Asian Security Architectyre

I
—

Aaradhang Singh

ndia has emerged as an important Asian power with the adven;
Iccmury. At the global level also, it has become an important 5 of 21x
sharing all important global and Asian multilateral Plalformze;m
the end of cold war, the locus of global system has started to tilt ‘;’w;nce
Asia and according to global economic pundits, Asia will be represe f‘h
more than half of the global GDP. It has further changed the dYnammm
bilateral and multilateral relations in Asia. 1Cs of

We are aware of the fact that a wide array of opinions was expresseq

since the end of the cold war on the idea that Asia will be an imporiyy
player in the coming decades. At the end of the cold war, debates starteq
on new lines by the formulators of foreign policy that both World syster,
and Asian system must be multi-polar. This is one of the most significan
issue where India and China diverge as China’s underlying problem lies
China does not have a problem with world being multi-polar but it wans
Asian balance of power to be unipolar super headed by China. Japan alsg
thinks similar to Indian line and thus bilateral relationship between India
and Japan has been deepening since the end of the cold war. India-Japan
relationship has grown rapidly since last one decade. Due to inherent geo-
political, economic and strategic dimensions this bilateral relationship is
all set to reformulate new Asian balance of power based on multiplicity

China, Japan, India and Vietnam are indulged in reformulating the
balance of power within Asia. Other Asian countries also do not Chinds
supremacy and thus their bonhomie with the competitors of China i
deepening in an excellent manner since last one decade and all set to grow
in the foreseeable future. In recent years, China has exposed its intention
to use force to capture Islands under Japanese rule since many decades
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|n various regions of China, protests had been organized against Ja
including Hong Kong.prolcsls. which demanded capture of Llpa.n ru[r:}
[slands 1D East China Sea. Including United States, India had also ins ttd
amicable resolution of disputes and adherence to international |;ls;
all concerned parties. Due to border disputes with China, India hawl v
been apprehensive about Chinese steps and that also has stren, lis.a s‘u
ts bilateral relationship with Japan in a massive manner. :Ihesf "Tr.ud
vindicate that balance of power theory is working well in As;an th ‘n(e“m
all set to sustain the process due to Chinese reluctance to .lcconmlz‘}:lr:;:

aspirations of other countries.

The new balance of power in Asia is all set to reshape existing
architecture. However, the theory of balance of power accn;'dmb PO\ver
pmponems has come into being with the theory of Prisoner’s Dllg to its
Balance of power has been one of the most debated concept enr!ma,
international relations. The balance of power is a form of cOP s of the
among states that find its order preferable to absolute chaos. ’Vmpf:mlsc
it is a system that favors the stronger and more Pl’()SP!.‘I'Ol:I; leetn t ‘ough
expenses of the weaker. Great powers play the dominant role in i’e; at the
power system because of their preponderant military force and th alance of
of key technologies. The cold war era just after the end of the Se e"d“)nlml
War is a classic example of balance of power between the C;COnd VYorld
and the Soviet Union. In the post-cold war era even the revar_lte_ S(flles
anarchic international environment has created a fear Pspcho ‘L.m; ul the
build-ups and its competition by rival powers have left cvycr }:ls.b filitary
the international system insecure therefore all countries arZ tr::\r '“ger of
dilemma. This phenomenon is called the Security Dilemma.? pped in a

Right from Keshore Madhubani to several oth i
international relations, everyone is discussing the emer; i
powerful Asia but the weighty question is why Asian o
cooperating and thus negating utopian idea of cooperaliopowers i
cuunlri\es if we compare them with the European countri . :Zmong ASlfln
Japan, South Korea, Indonesia, Iran and Vietnam are somelesf hhl"ﬂ- i
Asian powers. The changing power configuration in Asia h oa; e Nehus
hypothesis and Asia seems to follow European model of 2 T"ed s
the post second world war Europe has emerged as a bcacsonlfm' howe_"*'
a‘nd must be emulated by other regional groupings. MajornAosiac:?(::icm: =
([ }r,t rx:)lg}:);};e:;;né P;causg of underlying divergence in interests ::1::;
s i Aumpol.ar dominance over Asia but at the global

ulti-polarity. India, Japan, South Korea, Indonesia, Iran and
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Asia and the globe to be multi-polar. Kayg;
hinkers had stated that convergences orluhla
a state’s foreign policy. There are somme
apan. This bilateral relationship Coclc
g relationships of 21* century Asia. It is alsu d be ope
J an average relationship during the Coldo relevan,
after cold war. 1998 pokhran-1I nuclear testings by India took X‘"- Even
by surprise. Many countries including Japan reacted sharply. It Suse world
all polmc.\l exchanges and even economic assistance was frozen forP:::eld
tly

Ya, one
Tests are
Ommol_‘

1 wanted both

Vietnam
gict

of the carliest strate|
the base which determin€
rests between

inte’
penin

of the most dee
to be noted that they ha

three years.
wo leading foreign policy experts from China I
stitute

dies “India’s border dispute with China have
it views a stronger relationship with hpmyct to be
s growing influence in the Asia-Pacific a5 way
As China’s disputé with Japan escalates over Islands in East Chli-eg"’n,"!
China seems worried that [ndia will throw its weight in favor f"a Sea,
Chinese experts believe that India and Japan share much slmlegici Tokyo,
n China. First time probably in recent history, ChlneSeommon
d that India is working on the reciprocation of (?}’:_Pens
cling India within South Asia and therefore dee, hinese
+ll estrange neighbour of China.* pening its

States relations have also deepened :
last two decades. Both were est ranged allies durrl)ng colp(lhfv:[r)Trin;ﬂl},s'nce
they have converted their relationship into that of being engaged ;‘]’fiay
In June 2019, G-20 summit has taken place in Japan and besldi lies,
business; sub group summit has taken place in the sidelines of G-20 S“Orm.aI
It is known as JAI (Japan, America and India). Growing India- lbmmlL
States relations have further propellcd India-Japan and lndm~Asnucd
relations as well. These strengthening alignments have further COmplii‘tNd

the security architecture of Asia.

a is well settled in the midst of the Indian Ocean. It is th
an Ocean. Indian Ocean has become exlrcmel;

significant because more than half of the global trade commutes through
. . ‘ s throu

onnects South China Sea near Malacca Strait which is cxtcndgd
a Sea connects Indian O

) : . s an Ocean to the Pacific
O(L({Jn The growing economic activities have kept the entire sea rout
of communication extremely congested and it has given birth to :
unwanted activities like piracy and others in the region e

According tot
of lntun.llmnal Stu
resolved and therefore
to counter balance Chin

ground o
have accepte
policy of encir
relationships with

India-United

Indi
natural custodian of Indi

it. It also ¢
to Andaman Sea. South Chin
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st after the end 0 c -

luwhlch iy reacheft_llh:b::,ld war, India’s trade was hard}

o makes maritime pol < Bop billion dollar by th i o -b,“mn
Heiislveses policy of India quite importan end of 2018.

[ndia’s compre hensive security but also for portant not only for

Comn}umcﬂllon in the Indian Ocean and ad Ju-‘)l.h:e-b.L\cd sea lanes of

therefore, ln!CI.ldlng to dwell upon mm“mlommg seas. This paper is

changing bc}::l;;ny architecture of Asia and howeh:sjl‘cs in the context 0;«

g challenges is moot research point of this 1a can cope up with the

paper.

dollar,
That als

emergin
v arrival of Modi government in 2014 has

in Indian politics bccausg after 30 years, peopl as been a new hallmark

majority t0 Modi led !\!DA. In November 7%74‘)' India gave single party

up gr:l.d;lll()ﬂ'of Look East Policy into Acl; » PM Modi declared the

summit held in Myanmar. According to Dan ‘alsl Policy in India-ASEAN

2 defining moment of India’s Asia policy.’ tel Rajendran, many saw it as

-l,nok Eusf P\?lle.WaS mooted by PM P V. N,
consohd.\tc:lndg\ﬂ imprint in Southeast ‘md‘Ea( V. Narasimha Rao to
il poe i poses e o S
from Myanmar to Austr.\li::l I:‘iOCﬁ‘SS. First ofall it has u isijpﬁhw whia
reactive and thirdly it ha ‘vStLo.ndly, il pm"““?'g s
y it has strategic components besides :(::’df Aol
. omic aspects

At this juncture, se 2
China is wrl’hng - (j;‘:ll:‘:l:y a}:ahneclurc in Asia has remained
Asia. India along with likeL l_e narrative of sole supreme ed unstable
Interestingly United States 'nl’l_nded countries are opposi authority in
o e cm& |).W hich had not been very c‘)mg that idea.
maltipolar, It vindicates l.(ms also been standing with lnd:’hcram‘c with
of ideology cannot be cm:l:::?'“" notion which Pl'Ocl.nm: tll(: l:e?p Asia
synergy of national interests. ing factor of international rcla‘t‘io:\ysnz:lgi)):

India has develo
e ped better thal
countries of ASE 5 . n average tr; i
developed ex '3}‘[\N and East Asia. ASEAN ufd Ea;:if\ felatlo"s with the
i mm_ml;t;ngn( l(li'.u(l:chrcl.nions with China but (hhey hs'a“ countries have
g with China bec ave simulta
Fast China Sea have e ause of trust deficit ultaneously
i ncighburh]::e[ L:;;ergcd as flashpoint between Ch?:: th ((;h}:m Sea and
d. The countries of ASE and the countri
actas a counterbalance s of ASEAN and East As ries
irid gl ‘]:;:;ti? China in this region as Chi:u:\l:m V:]m iy
Sia ) ed international as both activel
neighbourhood. Traditi nal norms and s vely
. Traditionally, Indic sovereignty claims i
power due to its s G st has been consid: i
s slow declslon-making process. Al'l'l'v:l“"t:' an \:v;:ak strategic
3 0 odiin 2014 fi
2014 for
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d its historic repeat in 2019 has infused a new mogmer.
contours ¢ foreign policy. Dokl‘\l.\m (2017) and BEr]num
dened Indian slrul?glg imprints particularly lna ak.m
a5 adopted proactive foreign policy which is by, Asia.
tead of idealism. Post Dokhlam, PM Modi hszd %
ping in Wuhan for an informal summ: met
leaders met 11 times in last five years ar}d Premdenl‘Xi Jinping is c(‘)::)lh
to India for another summit level talk with PM Modi in later part of 20‘;‘
At the same time India remains only country perhaps to oppose Chin, 2
OBOR and other connectivity inter-continental projects. ese

cy remains at the core of Indias newly calih,
licy being @ natural guardian of the Indian Orated
¢ international trade commutes through it. hCean,
lobal sea lanes of communication. In recent also
aded its defense budget and substantial allocation haveyl:ars.
made for the naval forces also Although it is not enough given the fact :}?n
major fleets are ageing and need urgent replacements but even with | at
than required budget Indian navy is known for its quality and C°mpete:ss
and has shown 1ts swiftness to ASEAN countries in the backdrop of 20;:

Tsunami.

the first term an .
in the »f Indias

(2019) has embol
overnment h
m ins
dent Xi Jin|

Modi g
the ideals of realis’
with Chinese Prest

Maritime poli
ve foreign PO
han half of th
\mpormm g

pl’lh\([l
More t
connects all
India has upgr

ndian navy has been extremely active in ASEAN
East Asia and larger plank of the Indo-Pacific. It has been one of th’
hallmarks of Act East Policy. Port calls, joint naval exercises and mﬁntime
capacity building programmes with friendly navies has uplifted lndla'e
geopolmcal status in ASEAN and East Asia. Regular warships deploy ‘1:
Bay of Bengal and the South China Sea has underlined India’s nauticy|
Act East Policy. Regular and intense joint bilatera|

dimensions of India’s /
and multilateral naval exercises have underlined India’s maritime interests

in the Asia Pacific region.’

Since last few years, 1

gone up rapidly since the end of the cold war
Before cold war, India’s overall trade was almost negligible but now it ,;
touching 1 trillion dollar. India needs justice based free sea lanes
of communication for this purpose and needless to say that it is in larger
erests of all important countries who have stakes in global trade. India
to stand with the disputant countries of
ASEAN on South China Sea and also stood with Japan on East China
Sea issues. In both disputes China has negated the legitimate rights of
the disputants and declared that South China Sea as its own territory
and also refused to obey international tribunal order in 2016 in favour
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Indian trade has also
roughly

int
has also shown enough courage
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¢ philippines. United States — RCHITECTY
?vkul; lnslpa on both dls;:ltl:s }md many like-minded Al
on but for the compl s Itis not for curying countries alsg stgqq
;ceilhas emerged as nef: g’ nce of relevant imem:tlo“‘ any territory i, [;1
e
countries of ASEAN “NC\(I)er:'e[O(f contention betwc:r:"‘cll:aws. South China
. et a good ina and d
Minister V Crisis ” isput.
Prvlvm: SuSl ::czerd \(/:l}n ston Churchill advised Ti};:; t;{ waste,” the [ate g,,::}:
;fme 2019phas cnergl;l::;ihmllma vessel sink a philei;d Bank crisis, whicp,
s ose who a pine fish
alljance. dvocate upgrading the Ph:]?g boat in
ppine-US

Latest surveys show a 5

a tougher stance in the sir“:‘"g number of Filipin

cooperation with trad uth China Sea and ad 05 now favouring

P esﬂdenl isa Chi % ;lllonal allies against Ch; advocating for more

I ine: na’ Prea

|mmense pressure tgecl fy but fiue to changing puljl ik Philippines

e Heptihe el lhelz:}nge his South China Sea pl;lcl opinion he is under

. ! : nited States which cies. It will gravitay

international laws in South China Sea is proactive to ensure re| e
. elevant

New Delhi has move
relations with the littoral cocll.mrz'l;;:d:; ,:J il
exclusive greater stability in power baISEAN
navy has upgraded its ship deployment Hp
4 countries but by 2017 the number h' ‘ln i
ships in 17 countries.® Vietnam has sy
maritime policy in the ASEAN and ln;'merge
and particularly enriched Vietnamese ki
navy with missiles. In return, i

gthen strategic mariy
and East Asia and sou"l)le
1m maritime Asia, lnd%ar:
e3l; 4 ships were present in
. P to the presence of 17
as the fulcrum of Indja.
invested much in the reglo:
nd has equipped Vietnamese

s Hanoi has pe
; T
‘\‘/‘ﬁ{:j] 'Lsinl:‘l)f; Serwces' and also gramedplnzzued Indian warships to
the disputes (i ;0 tg sg;tam extension to explore Vrilet0 il company ONGC
uth ina Sea waters withi namese o1} b,

j ; ith ocks in

objected by the Chinese.” Likewise India h:t:;esvtfmtgry which has been
elope

with other maritime
itime powers of ASEAN. Singapore ha excellent relations
s remained clos
est

Indian maritime partner in the regi
i egion and bilateral na i
Sou[hPChmavg/ea. Sl:;e: he:strelmely su'ccessfu] part‘1cul:.rl:rallne;‘l:rccllSe b
e also participated in bilateral navaf s
L pmgamiri ;;]ad. n January 2016, Indian coast guard alexerqs,es
s ey ha marathon joint naval exercise i hOng e
Draplieniibradel ng lev'el of functional synergy and cor; ‘d'e i
b ,e W elhi has been involved sustainabl 4 mf‘""“-”
el exercises along with the United St gl
esitant to include Australia in the prO:;:S 'al?dal{apan-
s initially but

129

IR T ... VRS e T —




' A MARITIME SECURITY PERSPECTTY,
INDIA'S NATIONAL SECU riTY: AN : V ;
has started to disappear Indian leaders have recognigeg
that hesitation nce of Indian's Strategic ascendance and also their yagy
s ““G‘:'(:qs in dealing with Chinas growing assertiveness i
mn\'erm“g{\-::‘}::, been an jmportant factor behind the de?Pening -
mJl’lnnlk’ AS

relationship.” s ‘
as been China’s expanding maritime f°°‘Pl'ints

The moot l(h ed ports in Myanmar, Sti Lanka, Maldives and Pakistgy
China has ¢{ev€ Ong has commissioned 40 billion dollar maritime Sill;
President élh]:;phag been working tirelessly on it. The accelerated e
d Chi expenditure has further complicated India’s Maictrecs
e the Chinese navy PLAN has been allocated myp,
arison with the Indian navy. TI;e growing imprin,

. uth Asia has thrown a series of serious challe
of PLAN ;:iamc::‘l:) :af:bamota to Gwadar, China has installed itg :5 es
for t}}e }n l:rs]nmhl Asla and it has been perceived by the observers ag 3
S;f:)?t a(}r(éhm.\ to encircle India within the ambit of maritime in Soyg,

Asia.”

It is important t0 reformulate maritime policies. Modi governmens
various exercises and taken many comprehensive steps.
of over 7400 KM and many islands. Andaman i
has the potential to contain PLAN moves,

allenge h

route an
of Chinese mulitary
in the region becaus!
higher resources in comp:

has carried out
We have huge sea coast
strategically located and

Strengthening of Andaman Command

Modi government has taken many structural steps to contain Chinese navy

game plan in the Indian Ocean and elsev{herer as well. Strengthening of
the Andaman bases has been executed primarily to meet this challengg
Importance of Indian Ocean can be understood from the statement of
Admiral A. T. Mahan in 1890 that “Whoever controls the Indian Ocean
will dominate Asia. In the 21" century, the destiny of the world would be
decided on its waters”. Former Prime Minister Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee
also clearly stated Indid's strategic priorities in November 2003 “the
¢ frontiers of today’s India, grown in international stature, have
expanded well beyond confines of South Asia. Our security environment,
ranging from Persian Gulf to Straits of Malacca across the Indian Ocean,
includes Central Asia and Afghanistan, China, and South-East Asia. Our
strategic thinking has also to extend to these horizons.” Hence, Andaman
Sea has become a strategic important place to play a major role in maritime
security for India. Human civilisations have used Sea extensively for trade
and commerce. Due to geographical location of India with the presence

strategi
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of a long coast line provides a huge OPportunity in trade gng

for its main land. On the other hand presence of ANy oy

secure strategy to monitoring the worlds most strategic and © provide a

(rafficked Malacca Strait, through which approximately 95 003\:;:?(194
. chants,

cargos, pass through . |
e ol y t makes the strait an energy lifeline for

oll and
ast and East Asian countries.

southe
Strait of Malacca is one of the busiest and
which connects the Indian Ocean via Andaman
gm in length. Besides, this Strait is shortest, safest
to travel through East Asia to Europe. Though the
with navigational restrictions nevertheless the Stra
referred navigational route for international shj
alternative routes like Sunda or Lombok-Makassa
archlpelﬂgo-“ Malacca Straits annually Provides safe transit to v,
tankers, cargo vessels, passenger vessels, tug and pilot and otmcr 60,000
increase in near future. However, Chines goods and oi] trans; (l) :5 likely to
place in large volume through Malacca Straits and due to Ir}:dr ation took
of Andaman and Nicobar, India is having advantage in the 13 territory
disruptions in the Straits will affect its trade and transit C}'l'?g.lor? and any
position to deal with such disruption in the Malacca Str'allS ln‘:jls not in a
China is establishing its bases in different neighbourin and therefore,
10 avoid such scenario. g countries of India

longest Navigation routes
Sea and the Strait i 900
and economical for ships
Strait is very narrow and
itisstillan attractive ang
PPers compared to other
T Straits in the Indonesjan

However, India is a growing econom
is to promote Act East Policy to counter C
initiate development in Northeast region :
development initiative in Northeast igio:ii‘:dl:.e ,l,n:j;:iisazsggbpendmg
up the projects such as the Asian highway Project in South As y taking
Singapore with New Delhi via Kuala Lumpur, Ho Chj Mioh 0t lj’! to link
Penh, Bangkok, Vientiane, Chiang Mai, Yangon, Mandal 'll‘\v Phnom
Tamu, Dhaka and Kolkata. India also has taken in;liatwe (oa)' Kalemyo,
resurfacing 160 km long Tamu-Kalewa-Kalemyo road Bes‘:Prgfﬂde and
Multi-modal Transit Transport will connect Indian pol"ts a ‘dfss Kaladan,
in Myanmar through Mizoram." It will provide a greater On ittwe port
the region to develop in every aspect and will provide a h PPOrlunity for
peoples of India and ASEAN as well. @ huge market for

Y and its national interest
hina in the region as wel] as

Concluding Remarks

To Pf‘omole Wnritime component of “Act East Policy” and strengthen
lndnlas strategic interests and regional cooperation with ASEAN Mflacca
Strait has to play a dominant role. India has developed the lri-c‘ommand
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1 Islands to strengthen its surveilly,
n and 1?::;‘::;;1 as it provides a gateway to the SOu:]]:::h ‘l“d
monitoring thc‘_r‘!"‘ Ocean. Majority of Chinese oil SUP.ply §hips P ng
Sea and the Pacific oses through this narrow way, which s 5 )
Middle East still pa {0 its proximity with the Andaman. Indjy has g
for the Chinese due relations with the Indo-Pacific countries ang el
upgraded m.:rmm‘ie the process. Maritime power is e’m'e.mcly % )
to further accelera nance of a country. ASEAN countries wish [, diay 3
to sustain ihel dnoc':“g role against China in the region. Followip, g comupe]
a :;;ﬂ‘f:: \;::;:es vindicates this point:
0

in Andam?

: framework inexorably impels ¢y

“The evolving geo—sszz;g‘lcchma and India as major feSiOnal]u::w n
South [-;asl - t': is necessary consequence of the former. .
In the hrslhctj:" an unequalled zest in its economic diplomg F it
has also 5320“ of South East Asian nations, ASEAN. Delhj o pe
the assocld has been a late bloomer... ASEAN wants Indig’s Presenc,
other 2;“ India needs to be active in the region....ASEAN Makes
as' u;uble :Ssmlegic framework and regulated forum which [p, e
a\liu :l , interact with economic powers Japan and South Korey

l\)n‘:l!: tz:llow regional power China. This is an oPportumty in which

Delhi must not be hesitant. It cannot afford to miss the boat again”

Australia-India relations have also in'nproved Particularly in the
backdrop of November 2014. It was maiden Indian _PM Visit after
three decades which has accelerated .lhe pace of deepening of bilaterg]
relationship. Australia is Indias maritime neighbour an.d our deﬂpening
bonhomie has saddened China. India has been engaged in joint maritime
exercises with coincidently democratic countries (Japan, United States,
Australia and many ASEAN countries). This has created apprehensions
in Chinese strategist thinkers. China’s naval watchers have in particular
been suspicious of naval exercises involving India, Japan, Australia and the

United States, ostensibly aimed at balancing Chinese maritime power in
the Asian littorals.”

- Bei,'ing

along

The return of PM Modi for the second term in May 2019 has further
given new momentum to India’s maritime policy. It remains bedrock of
India’s Act East Policy. It requires gamut of changes and more resources

are required to meet with the swelling expenditure of our navy. Modi
government has taken man

Y positive steps in this direction and realignment
with the like-minded count

tries has further consolidated our status in larger
context of the Indo-Pacific region.
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