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Qualitative research,.broadly defined, means “any kind of research
that produces findings not arrived at by means of statistical
rocedures Or other means of quantification” (Strauss and Corbin,
1990). Where quantitative researchers seek causal determination,
rediction and generalization of findings, the qualitative researchers
seek illumination, understanding and extrapolation to similar
situations. Qualitative analysis results in a different type of
knowledge than does quantitative inquiry. There are several
considerations when deciding to adopt a qualitative research
methodology. Strauss and Corbin (1990) claim that qualitative
methods can be used to better understand any phenomenon about
which little is yet known. They can also be used to gain new
perspectives on things about which much is already known, or to
gain more in-depth information that may be difficult to convey
quantitatively. Thus, qualitative methods are appropriate in
situations where one needs to first identify the variables that might
later be tested quantitatively, or where the researcher has determined
that quantitative measures cannot adequately describe or interpret
asituation. The particular design of a qualitative research study
depends on the purpose of the inquiry, what information will be
Most useful, and what information will have the most credi.bili.ty.
There are no strict criteria for sample size (Patton, 1990) in qualitative
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